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The Best Way to Convert a PDF File to DOC for Free is with Google Docs




Jul 12, 2012 - 13 Comments










With the countless paid options that offer file conversions out there, it’s always a huge relief to discover an excellent free service. Today that comes to us from Google, and if you’re looking to convert a PDF file to a DOC, while retaining it’s formatting and serving as a PDF editor too, you won’t find a better free choice than Google Docs, the web based office suite from Google. The other perk to this approach? It’s completely cross platform compatible, so you can convert and edit the document from any browser on any OS, be it Windows, Linux, or Mac OS X, and you’ll know the document will turn out the same every time.



Converting PDF Files to DOC Free with Google Docs

You will need any modern web browser and a free Google Account to use this feature: 

	Go to Google Docs and login
	Click the little upload icon (it looks like a plus button) to upload the PDF file in question (older versions had a “Create” button)




	Choose “File” menu within Google Docs and select the PDF file you want to convert to an editable DOC
	At the “Upload Settings” screen, check all boxes to convert the file, including “Convert text from PDF and image files to Google documents”




	Once opened in Google Docs, click the “File” menu within GDocs and choose “Download as” followed by “Microsoft Word 97-2003 (.doc)” to convert the origin file to a DOC




The converted PDF file will download as a new DOC file from the browser.

Other than providing for extremely easy and accurate conversions, you’ll find a major plus is the PDF is now completely editable while retaining it’s original layout and appearance. You can switch text, graphics, rearrange the layout, change the files content, or do just about anything. In other words, Google Docs functions as a completely reasonable and free PDF editor and conversion tool.

This is a much better solution than the other free web based alternative we discussed recently, ZamZar, because it preserves just about every aspect of layout and allows editing for free as well, preventing the need for other editing tools. 

A big shout out to Chris for pointing out this feature.
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						Jagannath says:		

		
		
			October 14, 2019 at 11:05 pm		


		Can the converted doc file be converted/saved as a Google Sheets file?


		Reply

				

				
	
				
				
						annoyed nameless person says:		

		
		
			April 17, 2018 at 6:19 pm		


		they removed the feature


		Reply

				

				
	
				
				
						Paul says:		

		
		
			August 29, 2016 at 2:23 am		


		Fully agree with the folks that are concerned by privacy concerns of Google Docs. On the other hand, I use many public domain Google books for research, but I find that some (or all?) are not always PDF-searchable, once downloaded. I have relied on ABBYY FineReader to convert these PDFs to ‘PDF-searchable’ files, but ABBYY have no plans to support the application under Mac OS Sierra, so I am in the market for good advice on this issue. Best regards. Paul.
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						Clare Kuehn says:		

		
		
			August 30, 2015 at 12:42 am		


		Hi. There is no “create” button I can find. Has the drive format changed since 2012, and now, what is the protocol to get this feature to work?

Also, the MB conversion limit is only 2 MB, someone said, which is *nothing* for most PDFs.

Thanks. I await your reply about the protocol now, since I can’t find a “create” icon.
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						jay says:		

		
		
			September 22, 2015 at 10:36 pm		


		Correct. The create button has been removed in the new version of Google Drive. There is no ” Create” button any more.
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						setha2z says:		

		
		
			June 28, 2015 at 11:17 pm		


		Why are so many file converters, such as pdf-to-doc converters, “online” programs.  I’m not even sure what that means.  If I convert a file, I will want and expect it to be stored on my hard disc like every other file I need/use.  If I had any sensitive files, I’d want them to be only accessible to me — again, on my hard disc.  It seems as though other PC users would want these basic, simple requirements met as well.  Document converters, even free ones should be downloadable stand-alone programs or programs incorporated in other free programs, like Acrobat for instance.  Adobe gets us hooked on their “free” reader, nagging us continually to get various upgrades, then provides only paid subscriptions for our monthly ability to convert their proprietary files to usable ones.  It really p****s me off.  I won’t subsidize Adobe’s s***w-job as a matter of principle.  They make enough money already from us by usurious prices of other products, e.g. Photoshop.
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						imt says:		

		
		
			June 29, 2015 at 9:17 am		


		I wouldn’t install a single Adobe product onto any of my computers. You can convert and edit PDF files with Google Docs, and Preview in OS X can edit and view PDFs. Good enough.
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						itsreallymyname says:		

		
		
			July 13, 2012 at 9:13 am		


		I tried this and got horrible results. The .doc includes a picture of each page (which is very accurate), followed by just the text from the page (which is not). There is NO WAY to edit the graphics or layout of text and graphics. You can just edit the text part below the page-picture, but the end result will bear no resemblance to the original as far as overall layout. I got MUCH MUCH better results with pdf2word (free service of nitro.)
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						venky says:		

		
		
			November 17, 2014 at 1:35 am		


		u r right. It didn’t work. couldn’t edit the layout of text.
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						Wiggums says:		

		
		
			July 13, 2012 at 6:08 am		


		People have become accustomed to using online converters, but remember, if the PDF contains anything that is at all sensitive, don’t use an online converter.

Don’t give Google or any other person access to your private information or that of others.

Notice that many of the non-Google converters are anonymously run. That should be a tip off that they may be run by scammers or mafia or even governments.
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			July 13, 2012 at 4:07 am		


		The google converter can only convert file up to 2MB in size, which is not too useful as most PDF files would probably be larger than 2MB.
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			July 12, 2012 at 2:01 pm		


		Of course, you give google the right to use your doc as they see fit when you use google services.  From their terms of use:

When you upload or otherwise submit content to our Services, you give Google (and those we work with) a worldwide license to use, host, store, reproduce, modify, create derivative works (such as those resulting from translations, adaptations or other changes we make so that your content works better with our Services), communicate, publish, publicly perform, publicly display and distribute such content. The rights you grant in this license are for the limited purpose of operating, promoting, and improving our Services, and to develop new ones. This license continues even if you stop using our Services (for example, for a business listing you have added to Google Maps). Some Services may offer you ways to access and remove content that has been provided to that Service. Also, in some of our Services, there are terms or settings that narrow the scope of our use of the content submitted in those Services. Make sure you have the necessary rights to grant us this license for any content that you submit to our Services.
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			July 12, 2012 at 5:38 pm		


		But are they really going to do that? Fair point for some personal use, but for a casual conversion it seems fine.
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